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March 19, 2010

Dr. Douglas W. Elmendotf
Directot

Congtessional Budget Office
2nd and D Streets, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Director Elmendotf:

On Match 10, 2010, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 4786, a bill to
provide authotity to compensate Federal employees for the 2-day petiod in which authority
to make expenditures from the Highway Trust Fund lapsed.

Due to the time-sensitive natute of this bill, it was discharged from the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructute rather than repotted and, therefore, no formal cost
estimate was prepared by the Congtessional Budget Office (CBO). Instead, CBO provided
an infotmal analysis to the Committee on the Budget, indicating that the bill would have no
budgetary impact.

I appteciate CBO’s timely response to out need for an informal analysis before the
bill was considered by the House last week. However, it would also be helpful to have a
wititten cost estimate, to allay any concerns about the potential cost of this legislation.
Thetefore, I heteby request a formal CBO cost estitnate for FL.R. 4786, as passed by the
House.

Thank you fot your attention to this matter.
Sincetely,

Opprltanste

/' Tames L. Obetstar, M.C.
Chairman




